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PROPOSED RESPONSE 



(For discussion purposes only) 



This is a proposed response to the Final Office Action mailed December 23, 2005, sent 
in advance of the telephone interview scheduled for January 26, 2006 at 1 1 a.m. 

Claim Rejections 35 USC § 102 

With regard to claim rejections under 35 USC § 102, it appears that the Examiner accepts 
that claim 33 does not raise anticipation rejections for die inventions disclosed in Robert (EP 
0748984), Wesley (U.S. Pat. No. 3,829,368), and Mehl (U.S. Pat. No. 3,523,891). In light of 
this we propose amending claim I to include the features of claim 33 to distinguish over the prior 
art. In particular we suggest the following: 

Claim 1 (proposed amendment by including the features of claim 33): 

A method for treating a waste stream in a waste treatment system, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

operating an oxyhydrogen gas generator within the waste treatment system 
to produce oxy hydrogen-rich gas bv submersing a pair of closely spaced electrodes 
in said waste stream and supplying a pulsed electrical signal to at least one of said 
electrodes to produce said oxybvdro gen-rich gas; 

contacting a least a portion of the waste stream with at least a portion of the 
oxyhydrogen-rich gas to conduct a unit process for treating the waste stream; and 

conveying at least a portion of the oxyhydrogen-rich gas for a second use in 
the waste treatment system. 
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